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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1.-28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Currently amended) A method for retrieving a vena cava filter from a 
blood vessel, comprising the steps of: 

providing a vena cava filter retrieval device, the device including a tubular sheath, 
a shaft slidable within the sheath, and means for retrieving a filtering device attached to 
the shaft; 

advancing the retrieval device through a blood vessel to a location adjacent a vena 
cava filter, the vena cava filter including a hub , the hub defining a narrow portion of the 
filter, and a plurality of arms extending from the hub , the arms defining a wide portion of 
the filter: 

extending the shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the means for 
retrieving a filtering device engages the hub narrow portion : and 
retracting the filter into the sheath. 

30. (Previously presented) The method of claim 29, wherein means for 
retrieving a filtering device includes a wire loop and wherein the step of extending the 
shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a filtering device 
engages the hub includes engaging the wire loop with the hub. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 29, wherein means for 
retrieving a filtering device includes a wire loop and the hub includes a hook, and 
wherein the step of extending the shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the 
means for retrieving a filtering device engages the hub includes engaging the wire loop 
with the hook. 
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32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 29, wherein means for 
retrieving a filtering device includes a plurality of distal members and wherein the Step of 
extending the shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a 
filtering device engages the hub includes engaging the distal members with the hub. 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 29, wherein the Step of 
retracting the filter into the sheath includes retracting the arms of the filter into the sheath 
and then retracting the hub into the sheath. 

34. (Previously presented) The method of claim 29, wherein the step of 
retracting the filter into the sheath includes retracting the hub into the sheath and then 
retracting the arms of the filter into the sheath. 

35. (Previously presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising 
the step of engaging a stabilizing shaft with the filter, 

36. (Currently amended) A method for retrieving a vena cava filter from a 
blood vessel, comprising the steps of: 

providing a vena cava filter retrieval device, the device including a tubular sheath, 
a shaft slidable within the sheath, and means for retrieving a filtering device attached to 
the shaft; 

advancing the retrieval device through a blood vessel to a location adjacent a vena 
cava filter, the vena cava filter including a hub , the hub defining a narrow portion of the 
filter, and a plurality of arms extending from the hub , the arms defining a wide portion of 
the filter , each arm including a barb at a proximal end thereof that is embedded within the 
blood vessel; 

extending the shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the means for 
retrieving a filtering device engages the hub narrow portion : 
releasing the barbs from the blood vessel; and 
retrieving the filter into the sheath. 
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37. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein means for 
retrieving a filtering device includes a wire loop and wherein the step of extending the 
shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a filtering device 
engages the hub includes engaging the wire loop with the hub. 

38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein means for 
retrieving a filtering device includes a wire loop and the hub includes a hook, and 
wherein the step of extending the shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the 
means for retrieving a filtering device engages the hub includes engaging the wire loop 
with the hook. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein means for 
retrieving a filtering device includes a plurality of distal members and wherein the step of 
extending the shaft out from a distal end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a 
filtering device engages the hub includes engaging the distal members with the hub. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein the step of 
retrieving the filter into the sheath includes retracting the arms of the filter into the sheath 
and then retracting the hub into the sheath. 

4 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein the step of 
retrieving the filter into the sheath includes retracting the hub into the sheath and then 
retracting the arms of the filter into the sheath. 

42. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, wherein the step of 
releasing the barbs from the blood vessel includes pulling on the filter with the means for 
retrieving a filtering device. 

43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising 
the step of engaging a stabilizing shaft with the filter, 



Pacjft4nfR 

PAGE 5/10 * RCVD AT 3/21/2005 5:40:25 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:61 23599349 * DURATION (mm-ss):0244 



MPR r 21-2005 16:40 



CROMPTON SEftGER TUFTE 



6123599349 P 



44. (Currently amended) A method for releasing a vena cava filter from a 
blood vessel, comprising the steps of: 

providing a vena cava Filter retrieval device, the device including a tubular sheath 
and a retrieval member slidably disposed within the sheath; 

advancing the retrieval device through a blood vessel to a location adjacent a vena 
cava filter, the vena cava filter including a hu b, the hub defining a narrow portion of the 
filter, and a plurality of anms extending from the hub , the arms defining a wide portion of 
the filter , each arm including a barb at a proximal end thereof that is embedded within the 
blood vessel; and 

engaging the retrieval member with the bub narrow portion so that the barbs 
release from the blood vessel. 

45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the 
retrieval member includes a wire loop and wherein the step of engaging the retrieval 
member with the hub so that the barbs release from the blood vessel includes engaging 
the wire loop with the hub. 

46. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the 
retrieval member includes a wire loop and the hub includes a hook, and wherein the step 
of engaging the retrieval member with the hub so that the barbs release from the blood 
vessel includes engaging the wire loop with the hook. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the 
retrieval member includes a plurality of distal members and wherein the step of engaging 
the retrieval member with the hub so that the barbs release from the blood vessel includes 
engaging the distal members with the hub. 

48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, further comprising 
the seep of retrieving the filter into the sheath. 
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49. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48, wherein the step of 
retrieving the filter into the sheath includes retracting the arms of the filter into the sheath 
and then retracting the hub into the sheath. 

50. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48, wherein the step of 
retrieving the filter into the sheath includes retracting the hub into the sheath and then 
retracting the arms of the filter into the sheath. 

5 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the step of 
engaging the retrieval member with the hub so that the barbs release from the blood 
vessel includes pulling on the filter with the retrieval member. 

52. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, further comprising 
the step of engaging a stabilizing shaft with the filter. 
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